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should have all the resources necessary for that
work.

In the short-term, the fate of minority voting
rights is in the courts. In the long-term, if nec-
essary, I will work with Attorney General Reno
and Members of Congress to enact legislation

to clarify and reinforce the protections of the
Voting Rights Act. Inclusion of all Americans
in the political process is not a luxury; it is
central to our future as the world’s most vibrant
democracy.

Statement on the National Rural Conference

July 27, 1994

Rural America, which makes up a quarter of
our population, is vital to the overall develop-
ment of our Nation’s economy and future. This
administration is committed to working closely
with rural communities in tackling the important
issues of jobs, trade, and the preservation of

the family farm as our Nation enters the next
century.

NoOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing the National Rural
Conference scheduled for December 1.

Remarks on Anticrime Legislation at the Department of Justice

July 28, 1994

Thank you very much, Chief Moose, for the
introduction and for your lifetime of service to
your community and for the wisdom of your
words and your leadership. Thank you, Attorney
General Reno, for the magnificent work that
you and the others here at the Justice Depart-
ment have done on the crime bill. Thank you,
Lee Brown, for the work you did to make sure
that we had enough funds in the crime bill
for drug prevention and drug education pro-
grams and drug treatment programs. Thank you,
Secretary Bentsen, for the law enforcement
work you do and the comments you made today.
And T want to thank all of the Members of
Congress who are here. I thank Senator Metzen-
baum for letting Joe Biden get even with me
by calling you in the middle of the night.
[Laughter] 1 thank you, Congressman Hughes.
I thank you, Congressman Schumer, for on oc-
casion being like a mad dog in dealing with
these issues. I think you will be proud into a
deep, old age for the work you have done on
this crime bill, and I thank you, sir.

And I cannot say enough about Chairman
Brooks and Senator Biden. I like them both
very much, and it's not hard to figure out why
when you hear them up here talking. I ran
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completely out of my stash of donated cigars
trying to get Jack Brooks to keep pushing ahead
with every aspect of the crime bill. [Laughter]
People always want to know, you know, what
did the President give away to get this, that,
or the other thing. All I gave away were moun-
tains of crocodile tears and donated cigars be-
cause Jack Brooks wanted this country to have
a crime bill. Joe Biden, I think you could see
by the visible way that he is moved by this,
how important it is to him. And I am profoundly
grateful to him for that, and for what he said
today. It is true that I called him at midnight,
and that Joe asked him the next day if he re-
membered what the phone call was about. I
wish I had asked him for a lot of other things,
because I'm not sure he did. [Laughter] 1 could
still make assertions about what we’ve talked
about on that late night.

I thank all of you here who have worked
on this bill, all the representatives of law en-
forcement and others who care about having
a safer America.

Because the conference was finished just be-
fore we started this event, this is truly an his-
toric day. On the verge we are of a major victory
for our country. It's been a remarkable week
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